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Description 



[0001 ] The present invention relates to a modular fur- 
niture system, particularly for offices, according to the 
preamble of Claim 1. s 
[0002] Modular office furniture systems comprising a 
plurality of uprights interconnected by cross-members 
so as together to form a support framework which is 
equipped with work surfaces, screens and partition 
walls are known. 10 
[0003] DE-A-39 1 6 095 shows a furniture system com- 
prising upright elements having radial projections and 
longitudinal recesses distributed peripherally on the 
elongate body wherein a plurality of fixtures can be cou- 
pled to the body by means of anchor brackets which can is 
be inserted into selected slots of longitudinal arrays 
thereof provided on the uprights. 
[0004] A disadvantage of known modular systems is 
that the cross-members interconnecting the uprights 
have to be very strong in order to withstand the stresses 20 
exerted on the support frame in use. In other words, the 
load-bearing structure of known furniture systems is 
constituted by the base frame as a whole, necessarily 
including the assembly of uprights and cross-members. 
[0005] Another disadvantage of the known modular 25 
systems indicated above is that they have a limited 
degree of adaptability to specific furniture arrangements 
since they generally allow fixtures to be fitted solely in 
predetermined positions in relation to the height of the 
structure. 30 
[0006] A further disadvantage of known modular sys- 
tems is that it is impossible to form branches from the 
basic framework, for example, to form complex divisions 
of the spaces to be furnished without the need to dupli- 
cate the uprights at the junctions of the branches, con- 35 
sequently increasing the bulk of the furniture system 
and its overall cost. 

[0007] Moreover, known modular systems do not 
allow the various furniture accessories in an assembled 
arrangement to be fully independent since the addition, 40 
removal or repositioning of one of these accessories 
usually necessitates the disassembly of a substantial 
portion of the furniture arrangement. 
[0008] The object of the present invention is to over- 
come the disadvantages of known modular furniture 45 
systems, by providing a modular furniture system or 
assembly the support structure of which does not 
necessitate the use of cross-members with structural 
functions, which is highly flexible, permitting the forma- 
tion of a wide range of sets of furniture, and which is so 
simple and cheap to manufacture and assemble, ensur- 
ing that a furniture arrangement can easily be modified 
by the addition, elimination or repositioning of furniture 
even at a time after the formation of a basic set of furni- 
ture. 55 
[0009] In order to achieve the objects explained 
above, the subject of the present invention is a modular 
furniture system, particularly for offices, whose inven- 



tive features are set forth in the characterising portion of 
Claim 1. 

[001 0] An advantage of the present invention is that it 
provides a modular furniture system in which the 
number of components having structural functions is 
reduced to a minimum so as to reduce the costs of form- 
ing even a complex furniture arrangement. 
[001 1 ] Another advantage of the present invention is 
that it provides a modular furniture system which per- 
mits easy assembly of furniture arrangements with 
branches, both at the initial assembly stage and as a 
result of the extension of an existing arrangement. This 
modular system enables fixtures to be fitted and 
removed without the need to interfere with the other 
components making up the furniture arrangement since 
it is possible to form multiple connections which are 
independent of one another, on the same upright, with 
the possibility of adjusting the height positions of the fix- 
tures continuously, at the same time ensuring good sta- 
bility, strength and secure clamping of the furniture 
arrangement and of the individual components, even 
after heavy usage and with large stresses over a pro- 
longed period of time. 

[001 2] The dependents claims 2 to 8 specify various 
embodiments of system defined in the independent 
claim. 

[0013] Further characteristics and advantages will 
become clear from the description which follows with 
reference to the appended drawings, given purely by 
way of non-limiting example, in which: 

Figures 1 to 3 are perspective views of an example 
of an office furniture structure using a modular sys- 
tem according to the present invention, in three dif- 
ferent stages of assembly, 

Figure 4 is a cross-section of an upright of the 
present invention, showing various types of con- 
nection for accessory components, 

Figure 5 is a cross-section of an upright showing 
another type of connection. 

Figures 6 to 1 1 are perspective views of various fur- 
niture units formed with the modular system of the 
present invention, 

Figure 12 shows a plurality of work-surface assem- 
blies, schematically and in perspective, 

Figure 13 is a plan view of a work station, 

Rgure 14 is an exploded, perspective view of a 
work surface with an associated screen, showing a 
plurality of alternatives for the formation of the 
screen. 

Rgure 15 is a schematic front view showing the 
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modular formatidnWscreens of different heights, 



Figure 16 is a side view of a set of uprights corre- 
sponding to the uprights of Figure 15, with associ- 
ated work surfaces. 

[0014] With reference now to Figures 1 to 3, a furni- 
ture structure designed according to the specific 
requirements of a particular office is formed by the posi- 
tioning of column-like uprights 1 of various heights in 
positions predetermined during the design of the struc- 
ture and referred to below as nodal points, the ends 2 of 
the uprights being wide enough to allow the uprights 1 
to he disposed vertically even without the aid of struc- 
tural cross-members. In any case, the distances 
between the various uprights 1 can be adjusted pre- 
cisely with the use of spacer elements such as. for 
example, spacer bars 3 or spacer panels 4. Balancing 
feet 5 can be connected to the uprights 1 in the posi- 
tions in which loads which are out of balance with 
respect to the vertical may be expected. 
[0015] Work surfaces 6 are then connected to the 
uprights 1 (Figure 2) to define, for example, work sta- 
tions for seated people and, finally, the structure can be 
completed by various fixtures such as screens 7, 
shelves 8, suspended units 9 f lamps 1 0, fitted panels 1 1 
and the like to form a complete furniture structure. 
[001 6] The heights of all the fixtures connected to the 
uprights 1 are adjustable continuously as will become 
clearer from the following description, so that it is possi- 
ble, for example, to provide partial separation screens 
7a or work surfaces 6a at personalized heights, either in 
predetermined fixed positions or in positions which can 
be adjusted by the user, according to choice. 
[001 7] With reference now to Figure 4, each upright 1 , 
which is preferably formed from an extruded aluminium 
section or beam, has a cross-shaped overall cross-sec- 
tion with four identical arms 12 disposed radially at 90° 
to one another, extending from four corresponding lobes 
13a of a longitudinally hollow central core 13. Each arm 
12 has a hollow, bell-shaped cross-section having a 
base wall 14a integral with a respective lobe 13a of the 
central core 13, and two opposite concave sides 14b, 
joined together by an end wall 14c with a semicircular 
cross section, disposed at the end of the arm 1 2 farthest 
from the core 13. Essentially, the peripheral profile of 
the cross-section of the generic upright 1 has a square 
configuration with rounded corners constituted by the 
end walls 14c together with concave sides constituted 
by the two sides 14b of two adjacent arms 12. 
[0018] Two opposed longitudinal grooves 15 are 
formed on the two sides 14b of each arm 12. Two 
curved appendages 16 define a longitudinal channel 17 
with a broken circular cross-section on the internal sur- 
face of the end wall 1 4c. The base walls 1 4a of two adja- 
cent arms 12 and the portion of the wall of the central 
core 13 between the two corresponding lobes 13a 
together define a longitudinal slot 23 with a substantially 



trapezoidal cross -section, the smaller base of which 
corresponds to the opening of the slot. 
[0019] The longitudinal edges of a flexible finishing 
shell A, indicated in chain line in. Figure 4, can be 
5 inserted in two facing longitudinal grooves 15 of two 
adjacent arms 12 so as to define a covered longitudinal 
chamber through which, for example, electrical or data- 
transmission cables can extend. 
[0020] The shape of the upright 1 is such that it can be 
10 coupled with a plurality of connection elements, shown 
by way of example in Figure 4, for connecting various 
fixtures to the upright 1 in longitudinal positions which 
can be selected and adjusted continuously, as shown in 
the example of a furniture structure in Figure 3. 
is [0021 ] In particular, a connection element 1 8 with jaws 
which can be associated, for example, with a foot 5, 
comprises two opposed half-shells 18a the complemen- 
tary clamping surfaces 1 8b of which together reproduce 
the semicircular profile of the end wall 14c of an arm 12. 
20 Each half-shell 18a terminates in a hooked appendage 
19 which, in the fitted condition shown In the drawing, is 
partially engaged in a corresponding longitudinal 
groove 15 when the two half-shells are clamped 
together by means, for example, of screws. In this con- 
25 dtoon. the clamping surfaces 18b grip the end wall 14c 
of the arm 12 like a clamp, clamping the associated fix- 
ture, in particular, the foot 5. 

[0022] A tensile connection element 20 used, for 
example, for fixing the spacer bars 3 or the spacer pan- 
so els 4, comprises an engagement element 21 terminat- 
ing in two appendages 21a which can be slid into the 
longitudinal grooves 15 of an arm 12. A threaded pin 22 
mounted in the base wall 21b of the engagement ele- 
ment 21 is screwed into a nut 22b welded to the base 
35 wall 21b. A hexagonal seat is formed at one end of the 
threaded pin 22 for the engagement of a hexagonal key 
and a pressure element 22a is mounted rotatably on the 
opposite end. Rotation of the pin 22 clamps the pres- 
sure element 22a against the outer surface of the end 
40 wall 14c. Naturally, the nut 22b and the threaded pin 22 
could be replaced by a similar device, for example, such 
as a cam or eccentric system, which selectively clamps 
the pressure element 22a against the arm 1 2. 
[0023] A variant 20a of the tensile connection element 
45 20, particularly suitable for the connection of screens 7, 
also comprises an engagement element 21, the 
appendages 21a of which can be coupled with two 
respective longitudinal grooves 15. The internal cham- 
ber which, in the assembled condition, is defined by the 
so internal walls of the engagement element 21 and the 
end wall 14c of an arm 12 houses a wedge-like pres- 
sure element 22b, preferably of plastics material, having 
a flat rear wail which bears on the end wall 21b and a 
substantially C-shaped opposite wall for pushing 
ss against the end wall 14c of the arm 12. The wedge-like 
element 22b is tapered longitudinally, that is, perpendic- 
ular to the plane of the drawing, so that it can be forced 
releasably against the arm 12 to fix the screen 7 to the 
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upright 1 at a certain height. 

[0024] Another type of tensile connection element 
which can he associated with a longitudinal slot 23 com- 
prises an engagement element 24 with a substantially 
trapezoidal cross-section in which threaded holes are 5 
formed for the engagement of tension screws 25. The 
heads 25a of the tension screws 25 are fitted inside hol- 
low portions of fixtures such as brackets 37a, 37b for 
supporting work surfaces. The brackets 37a, 37b can be 
clamped against the outer surfaces of the sides 14b of w 
two adjacent arms 12 by action on the heads 25a of the 
tension screws 25, so that the inclined faces of the 
engagement element 24 push against corresponding 
portions of the base walls 14a of the two adjacent arms 
12 15 
[0025] The orientation of the fixtures associated with 
the various connection elements shown in Figure 4 rel- 
ative to the axes of the arms 1 2 of the generic upright 1 
does not depend upon the type of connection element 
used. In fact, connection elements of the same type can 20 
be used for connecting fixtures to the upright 1 in vari- 
ous orientations relative to the axis of an arm 12, for 
example, such as the angled bracket 37a or the parallel 
bracket 37b shown in Figure 4. Moreover, for a generic 
connection element an articulated joint, for example, a 25 
ball-and-socket joint can be connected for the mounting 
of arms supporting orientable lamps, shelves and the 
like. 

[0026J In addition to the possibilities for the longitudi- 
nal connection of fixtures to the upright 1 by means of 30 
the connection elements shown in Figure 4, it is also 
possible to make use of the arrangement of the cross- 
section of the upright to connect fixtures to the ends of 
the upright. In particular, the central hollow core 13, the 
hollow portions 1 4d of the arms 1 2 and the longitudinal 35 
channels 17 can house coupling elements carrying 
radial expansion means for clamping the coupling ele- 
ments against the side walls of the cavities. 
[0027] An example of an expansion connection is 
shown in Figure 5. Two flexible wings 50, each having 40 
two end portions 50a disposed at 90° to one another for 
engaging in adjacent lobes of the central core 13 are 
fixed to the fixture to be fixed to the end of the upright 1 . 
The ends 50a are interconnected by a central portion 
50b which is oriented at 45° to each of the ends 50a. 45 
The conical end 51a of a transverse pressure grub 
screw 51 screwed into a threaded hole in one of the 
central portions 50b engages a seat in the other central 
portion 50b. A hexagonal wrench can be inserted 
through a hole 52 provided at a predetermined distance so 
from the end of the upright 1 to screw or unscrew the 
grub screw 51 and consequently to clamp or release the 
expansion connection element inside the cavity of the 
central core 13. 

[0028] Moreover, the longitudinal channels 17 may be 55 
partially threaded for the threaded connection of fixtures 
mounted on the ends of the uprights 1. 
[0029] Since each upright element 1 is structurally 
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self-supporting, a single upright may be selected as the 
basic element for the formation of a minimal furniture 
arrangement. Figure 6 shows, byway of example, a set 
of furniture in a minimal arrangement for forming a 
standard lamp. A base 26 and a lighting body 27 are 
connected to the respective ends of the upright 1. 
[0030] Figure 7 shows a set of furniture in a minimal 
arrangement for forming a coat stand, in which coat- 
hook accessories 28 and umbrella-holder accessories 
29 are connected longitudinally, by means of one of the 
longitudinal connection elements described above with 
reference to Figure 4, to the upright 1 provided with the 
base 26. The heights of the coat-hooks 28 and 
umbrella-holders 29 are therefore adjustable. 
[0031] Figures 8, 9 and 10 show three examples of 
tables comprising single uprights 1 and various work 
surfaces, that is, a shaped surface 30, a round surface 
31 and a fitted surface 32 suitable, for example, for hold- 
ing office machines, respectively. All of the surfaces 30, 
31 and 32 are fixed to the tops of the uprights 1 . 
[0032] Figure 11 shows an example of a table with 
four legs formed by uprights 1 to the tops of which a rec- 
tangular surface 30a is fixed. 
[0033] Alternatively, several uprights 1 may be 
selected to constitute the support for complex arrange- 
ments of work surfaces, tables, desks and the like. In 
these arrangements, the same upright 1 may act as a 
common support for two or more adjacent work sur- 
faces so as to constitute a nodal point which can be fur- 
ther equipped to constitute a complete furniture system. 
[0034] Figure 12 shows some non-limiting examples 
of such work-surface arrangements, in particular: 

in Figure 12a) two uprights 1 support a rectangular 
surface 33 and an extension 34 of the surface 33, 

in Figure 12b) three uprights 1 support a shaped 
surface 35 and an extension 34, 

in Figure 12c) four uprights 1 support two adja- 
cent shaped surfaces 35, 

in Figure 12d) five uprights 1 support four adjacent 
shaped surfaces 35 to form an island work station, 

in Figure 12e) five uprights 1 support a combination 
of rectangular surfaces, shaped surfaces 35 and 
extensions 34 in an overall T-shaped arrangement. 

in Figure 120 six uprights 1 act as support elements 
for a C-shaped arrangement of work surfaces, 

In Figure 12g) four uprights of a C-shaped arrange- 
ment, also including semi-circular end surfaces 36, 
extend upwards to support three shelves 8, 

in Figure 12h) the uprights of an island work station 
such as 12d) extend upwards for the connection of 
four screens 7; in particular, the central upright acts 
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as a nodal point for^wsimultaneous connection of 
the four shaped surfaces 35 and of the four screens 
7, 

in Figure 120 four of the five uprights 1 of a re- 
shaped arrangement of work surfaces extend 
upwards to support screens 7, shelves 8 and a sus- 
pended unit 9. 

[0035] Figure 13 shows the example 12b of Figure 12 
in greater detail. The vertical planes in which two adja- 
cent uprights 1 lie are generally the planes of the struc- 
ture with maximum bending stress. The assembly 
arrangement of the surface 35 and of the uprights 1 is 
such that the latter always have one of their cross-sec- 
tions with greatest bending strength, defined by one of 
the two perpendicular axes along which two opposed 
pairs of arms 12 are directed, oriented for withstanding 
the maximum bending stress of the structure. 
[0036] The shaped surface 35 is preferably connected 
to the uprights 1 with the interposition of the support 
brackets 37 fixed to the upright by means of one of the 
connection elements described above with reference to 
Figure 4. 

[0037] The surface extension 34, which is also fixed to 
the uprights 1 , is mounted with its longer side beside 
one of the straight sides of the shaped surface 35 to 
form a continuous work surface. More generally, each of 
the surfaces 33, 34, 35, 36 of Figure 12 can be placed 
beside another surface to form continuous flat surfaces 
of larger dimensions. The need to provide finishing 
strips for filling gaps between adjacent surfaces is thus 
eliminated. 

[0038] Holes 38 which can be uncovered selectively 
are incorporated in the shaped surface 35 and, in gen- 
eral, in each work surface, to permit the passage of 
cables for data-transmission or electrical connections 
where necessary, as is also shown by way of example in 
Figure 3. 

[0039] The arrangements which can be achieved with 
the modular system of the present invention, which are 
shown in particular in Figures 3, 12 and 13, can be 
extended or modified even after the completion of a par- 
ticular set of furniture without the need to disassemble 
the pre-existing structure. For example, another shaped 
surface P, shown in broken outline in Figure 13, may be 
placed beside the shaped surface and fixed to two of the 
same uprights 1 supporting the first shaped surface 35 
with the use of one or more of the slots or longitudinal 
grooves which are free on the uprights, for the connec- 
tion. 

[0040] With reference now to Figure 1 4, in a preferred 
embodiment, each upright 1 may comprise a lower por- 
tion 1 a of a height equal to a predefined standard height 
of a work surface 33 for a person in a seated position 
and one or more upright portions 1b which can selec- 
tively be engaged on one another and on the lower por- 
tion 1a to increase the overall height of the individual 



upright 1 so as to provide support for fixtures disposed 
at standard heights above the work surface, for exam- 
ple, such as the screens 7. The upright portions 1b are 
engaged on the lower portion 1a or on another portion 
5 1b by means of expansion couplings 39, for example, of 
the type shown in Figure 5, which engage the cavity 
inside the central core 13. The last portion of the upright 
element 1 can be closed at the top by a removable clo- 
sure plug 40. 

10 [0041] In a preferred embodiment, each screen 7 
comprises a rectangular support framework 7a of which 
the vertical sides which are intended to be connected to 
the arms 12 of the uprights 1 carry one of the connec- 
tion elements shown in Figure 4, preferably the tensile 

is connection element 20a. The opposite flat faces of the 
framework 7a can be covered, for example, by the 
inserting or jointing finishing panels 7b, for example, 
interchangeable drilled panels of wood, fabric, plastic- 
coated sheet metal, glass, windows or the like. 

20 [0042] The appendages 21 a of the tensile connection 
element 20a including the wedge-like pressure element 
22b are inserted in the corresponding longitudinal 
grooves 1 5 of an arm 1 2 of the upright 1 so that the sup- 
port framework 7a can slide vertically on the uprights 1 

25 and can be clamped selectively thereto at an adjustable 
height A plurality of frameworks 7a can be mounted on 
the same two uprights 1 to form screens of different 
heights, as shown in Figures 15 and 16. 

30 Claims 

1 . A modular furniture system, particularly for offices, 
comprising: 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



at least one column-like upright element (1) 
having a body which is elongate along a princi- 
pal axis and two opposite ends substantially 
perpendicular to the principal axis, the at least 
one upright element (1) comprising engage- 
ment means distributed peripherally on the 
elongate body about the principal axis and 
defining a plurality of coupling axes disposed 
symmetrically with respect to the principal axis; 
a plurality of fixtures (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11), 
which can be coupled selectively to the ends or 
to the body of the at least one upright element 
(1) to form a furniture arrangement, 
connection elements (18, 20, 20a, 24) for con- 
necting the fixtures to the at least one column- 
like upright element (1) in longitudinal posi- 
tions; 

characterized in that 

the positions in which the fixtures are coupled 
to the body of the at least one upright element 
(1) are adjustable continuously along the prin- 
cipal axis, so that the heights of all the fixtures 
connected to the upright are adjustable contin- 
uously; 
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- the orientation of the fixtures associated with 
the various connection elements being inde- 
pendent of the type of connection element 
used. 

2. A modular furniture system according to Claim 1, 
characterized in that it comprises a single column- 
like upright element (1). 



3. 



A modular furniture system according to Claim 1 t 
characterized in that the engagement means com- 
prise radial projections (12) alternating with 
recesses (23). 

A modular furniture system according to Claim 3, 
characterized in that the cross-section of the radial 
projections (12) shows a configuration comprising 
four symmetrical, bell-shaped arms (12) in a cross- 
like arrangement, connected to a central core (13), 
base wall portions (14a) of adjacent arms (12) 
defining, with a portion of the central core (13), the 
recesses which extend along the entire body of the 
upright element (1) in the form of longitudinal slots 
(23). 



w 
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5. A modular furniture system according to Claim 4, 
characterized in that longitudinal grooves (15) are 
formed on opposite sides (14b) of the arms (12). 

6. A modular furniture system according to Claim 5, 
characterized in that the connecting elements for 
connecting the fixtures to the bodies of the upright 
elements (1) are selectively connectable to the bell- 
shaped arms (12), to the grooves (15), or to the lon- 
gitudinal slots (23). 

7. A modular furniture system according to Claim 6, 
characterized in that it comprises engagement and 
expansion connection means which can be coupled 
selectively with a cavity of the central core (13), with 
cavities (14<J) or with longitudinal channels (17) of 
the arms (12) to connect fixtures to the ends of the 
upright element (1). ' 

8. A modular furniture system according to Claim 1, 
characterized in that one end (2) of the at least one 
column-like upright element (1) is wide enough to 
allow the column-like element to be disposed verti- 
cally even without the aid of structural cross-mem- 
bers. 

Patentanspruche 

1. Modular aufgebautes Mobelsystem, insbesondere 
fQr Buros, mit 

- mindestens einem saulenartigen, aufrecht ste- 
henden Element (1), das einen Korper, der sich 
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entlang einerHauptachse erstreckt, und zwei 
sich gegenuberliegende, zur Hauptachse im 
wesentlichen rechtwinWige Enden aufweist, 
wobei das mindestens eine aufrecht stehende 
Element (1) Mittel zum Eingreifen aufweist, die 
an der AuBenseite des K6rpers urn die Haupt- 
achse verteilt angeordnet sind und die eine 
Vielzahl von Verbindungsachsen bilden, die 
symmetrisch hinsichtiich der Hauptachse 
angeordnet sind; 

- einer Vielzahl von Befestigungselementen (3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1), die wahlweise an den 
Enden oder an dem K6rper des mindestens 
einen aufrecht stehenden Elementes (1) befe- 
stigbar sind, urn eine Mobelanordnung zu bil- 
den; 

- Verbindungselemente (18, 20, 20a, 24) zur 
Verbindung der Befestigungselemente mit dem 
mindestens einen saulenartigen, aufrecht ste- 
henden Element (1) in Langspositionen; 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, 

- daB die Positionen, in denen die Befestigungs- 
elemente mit dem Korper des mindestens 
einen aufrecht stehenden Elementes (1) ver- 
bunden sind, entlang der Hauptachse stufenlos 
einstellbar sind, so daB die H6he aller mit dem 
Element verbundenen Befestigungselemente 
stufenlos einstellbar ist, und 

- daB die Ausrichtung der Befestigungsele- 
mente, die den verschiedenen Verbindungs- 
elmenten zugeordnet sind, unabhangig von der 
Art der verwendeten Verbindungselemente ist. 

Modular aufgebauten M6belsystem nach Anspruch 
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB es ein einzelnen 
saulenartiges, aufrecht stehendes Element (1) auf- 
weist. 

Modular aufgebautes Mobelsystem nach Anspruch 
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Mittel zum 
Eingreifen sich radial erstreckende Vorsprunge (12) 
aufweisen, die wechselweise mit Ausnehmungen 
(23) aufeinanderfolgen. 

Modular aufgebautes Mobelsystem nach Anspruch 
3, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der Querschnitt 
der sich radial erstreckenden Vorsprunge (12) eine 
Anordnung besitzt, die vier symmetrische, glocken- 
fermige Arme (12), die kreuzweise angeordnet und 
mit einem mittigen Zentralstuck (13) verbunden 
sind, sowie Hauptwandteile (14a) von benachbar- 
ten Armen (12) aufweist, die zusammen mit einem 
Teil des mittigen Zentralstucks (13) Ausnehmungen 
bilden, die sich entlang des gesamten K6rpers des 
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imenten (1) in Form von 
langlichen Nulen (23) erstrecken. 

5. Modular aufgebautes Mobelsystem nach Anspruch 

4, dadurch gekenzeichnet, daB langliche Nuten 5 
(15) an gegeniiberliegenden Seiten (14b) der Arme 
(12) ausgebildet sind. 

6. Modular aufgebautes Mfibelsystem nach Anspruch 

5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Verbin- 10 
dungselemente zur Verbindung der Befestigungs- 
elemente mit den Kdrpern der aufrecht slehenden 
Elemente (1) wahfweise mit den glockenfdrmigen 
Armen (12), mit den Nuten (15) Oder mit den langii- 
chen Nuten (23) verbindbar sind. 15 

7. Modular aufgebautes Mdbelsystem nach Anspruch 

6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB es Mittel zum 
Eingreifen und Erweitern aufweist, die wahlweise 
mit einem Hohlraum des Zentralstucks (13), mit 20 
Hohiraumen (14d) oder mit langlichen Kanalen (17) 
der Arme (12) verbindbar sind, urn die Befesti- 
gungselemente mit den Enden des aufrecht ste- 
henden Elementes (1) zu verbinden. 

25 

8. Modular aufgebautes Mobelsystem nach Anspruch 
1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB ein Ende (2) des 
mindestens einen saulenartigen, aufrecht stehen- 
den Elementes (1) ausreichend breit ausgebildet 

ist, damit das sSulenartige Element ohne Unterstut- 30 
zung eines gekreuzten Elementes vertikal ange- 
ordnet werden kann. 

flevendications 

35 

1 . Un systeme modulaire de mobilier, particulierement 
destine a des bureaux, comprenant : 

au rnoins un element montant (1) analogue a 
une colonne, ayant un corps allonge sur un axe 40 
principal et deux extremites oppos6es sensi- 
blement perpendiculaires a I'axe principal, le 
au moins un element montant (1) comprenant 
dos moyens de mise en prise repartis en peri- 
pheric sur la corps allonge autour de I'axe prin- 45 
cipal et definissant une piuralite d'axes de 
couplage disposes sym&riquement par rap- 
port a I'axe principal; 

une piuralite de fixations (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11), pouvant etre couplees selectivement aux so 
extremites ou au corps du au moins un element 
montant (1) pour constituer un agencement de 
mobilier, 

- des Elements de liaison (18, 20, 20a, 24) desti- 
nes a assurer la liaison entre les fixations du au ss 
moins un element montant (1) analogue a une 
colonne, en des positions longitudinal es; 
caracterise en ce que 
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les positions auxquelles les fixations sont cou- 
plees au corps du au moins un element mon- 
tant (1) sont ajustables de facon continue sur 
I'axe principal, de maniere que les hauteurs de 
la totalite des fixations reliees a I'etement mon- 
tant soient ajustables de facon continue; 
I'orientation des fixations associees aux divers 
elements de liaison etant independante du type 
d'elements de liaison utilises. 

2. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon la revendi- 
cation 1, caracteris6 en ce qu'il comprend un uni- 
que element montant (1) analogue a un colonne. 

3. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon la revendi- 
cation 1 caracterise en ce que les moyens de mise 
en prise comprennent des saillies radiate (12) alter- 
nant avec des cavites (23). 

4. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon la revendi- 
cation 3, caracterise en ce que la section transver- 
sale des saillies radiales (12) est d'une 
configuration comprenant quatre bras (12) symetri- 
ques en forme de cloche, places dans un agence- 
ment analogue a un croix, relies a un noyau central 
(13), des parties de Paroi de base (14a) de bras 
(12) adjacents definissant avec une partie du 
noyau centra! (13), les cavites qui s'etendent sur la 
totalite du corps de Telement montant (1), sous la 
forme de fentes longitudinal es (23). 

5. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon la revendi- 
cation 4, caracteris6 en ce que des rainures longi- 
tudinals (15) sont formees sur dos cotes opposes 
(14b) des bras (12). 

6. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon ia revendi- 
cation 5, caracterise en ce que les elements de 
liaison destines a relier les fixations aux corps des 
elements montante (1) sont susceptibles d'etre 
relies selectivement au bras (12) en forme de clo- 
che, aux rainures (15) ou aux fentes longitudinales 
(23). 

7. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon la revendi- 
cation 6, caracterise en ce . qu'il comprend des 
moyens de liaison par mise en prise et expansion, 
pouvant §tre couples selectivement a une cavite du 
noyau central (13), a des cavites (14) ou a des 
canaux longitudinaux (17) des bras (12) pour relier 
les fixations aux extremites de Telement montant 
(1). 

8. Un systeme modulaire de mobilier selon la revendi- 
cation 1, caracteris6 en ce qu'une extremite (2) du 
au moins element montant (1) analogue a une 
colonne est suffisamment large pour permettre a 
I'element analogue a une colonne d'etre dispose 
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verticalement, meme sans I'aide d'organes trans- 
versaux structurels. 
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